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INTRODUCTION
The Energy Efficiency (Private Rented Sector) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2015 will be effective from 1 April 2018.

The regulations will introduce a Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard 
(MEES) for leased properties — making it unlawful to grant a lease of 
more than six months for commercial or residential properties with an 
EPC rating of F or G (the lowest ratings). 

MEES will have significant impact on landlords, 
particularly those with large property portfolios. 
Landlords should act now for a smooth 
transition to the new regulations and avoid 
potential penalties. 

GreenBuild Consult’s MEES guidance document explains everything 
that landlords need to know about the new regulations and how their 
properties will become MEES compliant. 

WHY IS THE GOVERNMENT INTRODUCING MEES?
Commercial and residential buildings have been identified as a major 
contributor of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, which is responsible for 
global warming and climate change. 
Although Building Regulations have helped to reduce emissions from 
new buildings there has been no legislation for improving the energy 
efficiency of the existing housing and commercial building stock. 
Without new legislation the UK would struggle to meet its emission 
reduction targets for 2020 and 2050.
The government estimates that around 18% of commercial properties 
fall within the lowest two EPC ratings and they expect that MEES will 
encourage landlords to improve the energy performance of such 
buildings. 



WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS? 

• Following the introduction of the new regulations a minimum 
energy efficiency standard of ‘E’ should be achieved for all 
residential and commercial properties, subject to a new lease or 
renewal of an existing lease from 1 April 2018. 

• In certain cases, the landlord may be allowed an extension of up to 
6 months from the date of the issue of the lease to complete 
upgrades to comply with the regulations. 

• From the 1 April 2020 the regulations will apply to all existing leases 
to domestic properties and to all existing commercial leases from 1 

April 2023. 

• MEES will not apply if please for  less than 6 months or longer than 
99 years. 

WHICH BUILDINGS ARE EXEMPT FROM MEES?

If the landlord can demonstrate one of the following points they will be 
exempt from complying with MEES:

• Consent to carry out improvements has been refused by a third 
party such as an existing tenant or the local authority.

• That all cost-effective solutions have been exhausted for the 
property with a seven year payback period or less or under the 
Green Deal’s ‘’Golden Rule’’. 



• When an appropriately qualified person can demonstrate that 
improvements would result in a 5% devaluation of the property or 
that the works will damage the property. 

These exemptions will only last five years and must be registered on a 
new centralised government database. 

In addition, the following building types will be exempt from the scope 
of the regulations:

• Residential buildings used for less than four months of the year.

• A stand-alone building with a net usable area of less than 50sq m.

• Temporary buildings with a planned use of less than two years.

• Certain listed buildings or buildings within conservation areas.

ENFORCING THE NEW REGULATIONS

The regulations will be enforced by local authority Trading Standards 
Officers who will have the power to issue penalties for non-compliance 
with the regulations. 

Penalties for a single offence may be cumulative up to a maximum of 
£5,000. Additional penalties may be applicable if the tenancy changes 
and the landlord continues to rent out a substandard property. 

A penalty may also be issued if it is found that false or misleading 
information has been provided to the central exemption register. 



BENEFITS OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

There are numerous benefits to energy efficient design both for the 
landlord and the occupants:

• The landlord may benefit from better marketability. 
• Lower landlord energy bills and potential to increase rental value 

through building prestige.
• Future proofing building design for future regulations.

The occupants may benefit from:

• Low running/maintenance costs.
• Improved working environment leading to increased productivity.
• Becoming a more competitive business by using the money. 

saved from lower energy bills to re-invest in the company.

WHAT TO DO NEXT

• Check your records to ensure your current Energy Performance 
Certificates are valid. 

• If your property is subject to MEES (F & G ratings) you should 
contact an advisor as soon as possible. Your advisor will be able 
to help identify solutions to improve energy efficiency and 
achieve the minimum standards as efficiently as possible.  

• Consider the impact of potential improvements to current 
occupants and plan to take advantage of breaks in the lease or 
include improvements as part of your maintenance and renewal 
programme. 



HOW CAN GREENBUILD CONSULT HELP? 

We can provide an integrated sustainability service to demonstrate 
compliance with MEES, including:

• Advice on current legislation and how it will affect your property

• Provide Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) for existing 
properties

• Provide a tailored improvement plan for each property, designed 
to implement energy efficient design features to improve energy 
performance 

• Adjust Improvement plans to incorporate additional targets and 
to meet the MEES cost-effectively with the least impact to the 
operation of the property.

CONTACT DETAILS

GreenBuild Consult
29 Bocam Park
Old Field Road 
Pencoed
Bridgend CF35 5LJ

T: 0333 355 3610

W: www.greenbuildconsult.co.uk 

E: enquiries@greenbuildconsult.co.uk
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