
THE BENEFITS OF BREEAM

BREEAM the world’s leading environmental assessment method for buildings, sets 
the standard for best practice in sustainable design and has become the de-facto 

measure of a building’s environmental performance.

Recent statistics released by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development show 
that buildings consume a massive 40% of all energy. Although alarming, these statistics present 
immediate opportunities to make smart business decisions that also incorporate environmental 
considerations. 

Certified BREEAM buildings use less energy than conventional buildings, making them 
considerably cheaper to run and operate, and more attractive to prospective tenants and 
owner-occupiers. With energy prices set to increase for the foreseeable future, the advantages 
BREEAM buildings have over conventional buildings is increasing. 

Here are our top 5 benefits for investing in BREEAM rated buildings.

1.    Tenant retention
Studies show that occupants who have experienced working in both conventional buildings and 
BREEAM rated buildings have preferred the latter. Once the advantages of living and working in 
a BREEAM building are experienced, longer-term contracts prevail.

2. 	 Business productivity

Indoor environmental quality has not been a priority in traditional building design with 
‘productivity’ so challenging to measure; productivity is affected by so many interrelated factors, 
some of which are influenced by the indoor environment. 

However, research shows that the green design attributes of indoor environments that occur as 
a result of a BREEAM assessment can drastically improve worker productivity and occupant 
health and well-being, resulting in significant benefits for businesses.
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3.    Risk mitigation

There is no doubt that sustainability measures in buildings have become an integral part of the 
modern investor’s checklist and decision-making process. Given all investment decisions are 
made within a risk management framework, dealing with sustainability issues is no different 
from dealing with other investment risks; BREEAM-rated buildings address the following risks: 
Market; Technology; Physical and Regulatory.

For investors, BREEAM-rated buildings appear more attractive, especially when considering 
long-term investments.

4. 	 Asset value

A healthy and productive indoor environment, considerably lower operating costs and enhanced 
marketability have attributed to rental rate premiums in most ‘green’ buildings.

5.    Marketability

As investors and stakeholders become increasingly aware of the environmental and financial 
impacts of the built environment, the increased marketability of buildings with high sustainability 
credentials is more evident.

By investing in energy efficiency and sustainability measures in buildings, stakeholders will 
witness green building strategies which reduce the impact of climate change, preserve the 
quality of human life, improve business performance, and exceed governmental regulations. 
Owning and/or occupying green buildings encourages better returns in people, planet and 
profit. 

Contact us for more information on BREEAM. 
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Links to BREEAM-related resources

http://www.breeam.com/why-breeam

http://www.breathingbuildings.com/news/natural-ventilation-news/how-can-breeam-
benefit-your-business

http://www.stromatech.com/new-build-compliance-assessments/sbem-calculations-and-
dynamic-simulation-modelling-dsm/

https://www.thenbs.com/knowledge/getting-sustainability-embedded-into-practice
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